Effects of lesions in the paraventricular nucleus of the hypothalamus on vasopressin and oxytocin contents in brainstem and spinal cord of rat.
The effects of lesions of the paraventricular nucleus in rat hypothalamus (PVN) on the vasopressin (AVP) and oxytocin (OT) contents of the brainstem and spinal cord, as measured by radioimmunoassay, were studied. AVP decreased by 50% and 80% in brainstem and spinal cord of lesioned animals, whereas OT disappeared almost completely. Therefore, in contrast to OT, the PVN is not the only site of origin of AVP-containing nerve fibers projecting to the brainstem.